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officers and five other ranks were murdered by a fanatical mob at Dairut station. Railway lines were torn up, telegraph wires cut, and for a few days Cairo was isolated. Lord Allenby, the Commander-in-Chief, had been on his way to Europe when the trouble broke out, but he was directed to return at once and take up the duties of Acting High Commissioner. Before the end of March he had restored order over the greater part of the country, but it still remained in a ferment of unrest, and the Nationalists persisted in their demands.
The Milner Mission
Lord Allenby had been wisely moderate in the measures that he took, both to suppress the rebellion and punish the ringleaders, and he advised a policy of conciliation. The Government thereupon decided to send out a special Mission under Lord Milner, who was then Colonial Secretary, and earlier in his career had acted as Financial Adviser to the Government of Egypt/The object of this Mission was to redeem the promise given during the war to review the whole question of the future government of the country when peace was restored. Unfortunately, there was further delay, and the Mission, though appointed in April, did not reach Cairo before November. In the interval Nationalist agitation had again boiled up and Zaghlul decreed that the Mission should be strictly boycotted by all members of his party.
The Mission, nevertheless, persisted, and though it was the subject of many hostile and some dangerous demonstrations, it explored all departments of the Government, and obtained die views of many moderate and even of some extreme Nationalists. Its general conclusion was that the Nationalist movement was genuine and widespread, that there was no chance of persuading Egyptians generally to accept the status of a " Protectorate,*' and that it would be wise and right to give them the loBg-jpromised opportunity of managing their own affairs witi due safeguards for essential British interests. On its return to England, it established communications with Zaghlul, who was now willing to come to London with a delegation and confer with the Mission. An agreed settlement was all but arrived at and the Mission presented its report to the Government which kid it before Parliament on December 20, 1920.

